
Plants in the works of the three sages of Samskrit Grammar

P. V. SHARMA *

Panini, Katyayana and Patanjali are the three sages (Muni- Traya ] in the field
of Samskrit Grammar. They are historically as important as Brhattrayi in Ayur.,
veda. The dates of these figures are more or less decided and as such their eviden,
ces are historically valuable. There is a considerable number of plants mentioned in
these works which show their popularity in these periods .

. Pauiui:

Although various systems of grammar were prevalent beforehand. Panini gave
a new shape and order to it. which characterises strict discipline in science of
Language and Grammar. It became the discipline of disciplines and hence called as
·Sabdanulasana ..

Panini is placed in 7th or 5th Cent. B.C, His work Astadhyayi - contains
valuable information regarding plants and plant sciences. In Vedic times, the plant
kingdom was generally divided in two broad divisions- Osadhi (herbs&shrubs) and
Vanaspati. (tree) Panini, following the same tradition. made similar classification
only replacing the word 'Vanaspati' by 'Vrk~a' somewhere as is evident from the
Sutra88.4.6 fcr'1r"l"T"lfa--Cf'Wlf<:f~' and 4.3.133 a:r~ :q 5I"J1l!I'ft;rffiq&l~<::f: Though he has
mentioned the word "Virud" i~ Nyankvadi Gana (7.3.53). the word 'Vanaspatya'
has been used in the sense of a collection of plants ~~qcftrrr ~~: GfTrr~qc<r+{.
It is to be noted that in the chapter of classification of plants. Susruta preferred
the word 'V~k~a instead of ·Vanaspatya' (as given by Caraka) like Panini.

The properties of plants have been mentioned in sevaral Ganas like Dr dhadi
(5.1.123). Prthvadi (5.1.122). Brahmanadi (5.1.124). Arsadi (5.2.127)-

Panini has mentioned a large number of plants in various Ganas, Though the
basis is mostly linguistic similarity. some botanical similarity is also observed in
them. The following instances would suffice to show it :-

1. Palllsadigal,la - It contains PaHisa and other similar trees like Khadira, Sirisa.
Simsapa. Syandana etc.

2. Plaks adi Gana - contains Ficus plants such as Plaksa, Nyagrodha and
Asvattha

3. Haritakyadi Gana _It contains fruiting plants like Haritakf. Draksa. Cifica etc •
••• Kisaridi Gana - Contains aromatic substances like Kesara. JatimiIisi.

Tagara etc .
• Prof. at Head. deptt. of DravyquDa. Banaras Hinda University and PresideDt. Society Cor History
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He has prescribed the feminine suffix &'fr:r in the words ending with q"J'Cli', ,
CfiuT,tfTlT, ~, tfi~, 11~, and ~ (4.1.64). This group contains mainly the medici-
nal plants such as Odanapaki. salapar\li, SaJ.lkhapu~pi etc.

It may be a coincidence that Susruta named the Ganas on the similar pattern
as Vidarigandhadi, Pippalyadi etc.

Information is also obtained from Panini's work on trade and commerce of
plant Products. The Sutra 5.1.77 (~ilT ~~) indicates the substances which
were imported by Northern highway.

The word 'Oravya' derived from 'Dru'(plant], indicates the predominance of
plant products used as drugs (~R:q-4.3.161).

A list of plants mentioned in Panini's AHidhyiyi is given here :-

Panini's AHadhyayi (SVTRAS) ;_

Aksa - 2.1.10, 6.3.104.
Anu - 5.2.4.
Aswattha - 4.2.22, 3.48.
A\lQira - 5.2.111.
Amra - 8.4.5.
Iksu - 8.4.5.
Uma - 4.3.158; 5.2.4
Katuka _ 6.2.126
Ka~dIra - 5.2.111
Karaskara - 6.1.156
Kariya _ 8.4.5
Kalakuta - 4.8.173
Kasa - '4.2.80; 6.2.82; 6.3.123
Kimsuluka - 6.3.117
Kumuda - 4.2.80, 87.
Kulathaka - 4.4.3
Kusa _ 4.1.42; 5.3.105; 8.3.97
Kustumburu - 6.1.143
Khadira - ~.4.5
Jatu - 4.3.138
Jambn _ 4.3.165
Jivanta _ 4.1.103
Tala - 4.3.{52
Tila - 4.3.U9; 5.1.7:5 .2.4:6.3.71
Darbha _ 4.1.102
Nada - 4.2.87; 91..
Palasa - 4.3,Ul, 169
PIla - 4.1.118

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15·
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.'
27.
28.
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29. P riu _ 5.2.24; 6.3.121
30. Puga _ 5.2.51. 5.3.112.
31. Plaksa - 4.3.164. 8.4 5
32. Bilva - 43.138; 151,6.4.153
33. BhaIiga - 5.2.4
34. Masa - 5.1.7; 5.2.4
35. Muiija - 3.1.1I7
36. Mudga - 4.4.25
37. Yava - 4 3.48; 5.1. 7.2,3; 6.2.78
38. Yavaka - 5.2.3
39. Uik~a _ 4.2.2
40. Va~a - 5.1.121, 6.2.82, 6.3.27
41. Varana - 4.2.82. 6.3.27
42. Veta sa - 4.2.87
43. Vrlhi - 3.1.148; 4.3.148; 5.2.2. 116; 6.2.38
44. sami - 4 3.142; 5.3.88. 188. 8.3.96
45. sara - ~.3.144; 6.3.120; 8.4.5. 49
46. sali - 5.2.2
47. sevala - 5.3.84
48. Simsap~ 7.3.1
49. sastika _ 5.1.90. 5.2.3
50. Sidhraka - 8.4.4
51. Soma _ 3.2.90. 4.2.30; 4.4.137. 5.S.125; 6.3.27. 131; 7.2.33
52. HarltakJ - 4.3.167.

Paoioiya Ganapatha:

1. Atasa - 4.1.41 (Gauradi)
2. Arista - 4.2.80 (KrsaSvadi)
3. Arka - 4.2.80 (KarJ).adi). 4.2.90 (Utkaradi)
4. Arjuna - 4:..2.80 (Trnadi).
5. Arjunapak i _4.3.167 (Haritakyadi)
6. Arjuna-Sirha - 2.4.11 (Gavaswadi)
7. Avaka - 7.3.45 (K~ipakadi)
8. Asoka - 4.2.80 (Sakhyadi)
g. Aswattha - 4.2.80 (Kasadi, Kurnudadi ], 4.2.90 (Utkaradi). 4.3,67 (Parpadi).

~U.16'!. (Plak~adi). 5.2.24 (Pilwadi). 6.2.85 (Gho~adi). 4.1.41 (Gauradi).
10, ~Qbaki - 4.1.41 )Gauradi)
11. Amalaka 4.1.41 (Gauradi)
12. Ardravrk~a - 4.2.90 (Utkaradi)
13. Ik~u -_5.1.50 (Vamsadi). 4.2.9 (Na4adi, 4.3.136 (Bilwadi)
14, lIigudi - 4.3.164 (Plak~adi)
15. Itkata - 4.2.80 (Prak~adi. Kumudadi].
16. Indravrksa - 4.2.80 (SakhYadi), 4.2.90 (Utkaridi).
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17. Utpala - 5,2: 135 (pu~karadi)
18. Udumbara - 2.1.48 (Patresamitadi). 4.1.99 (Na9adi). 4.2.53 (Raja~yadi).

4.3.154 (Rajatadi).
19. Usira - 2.2.31 (R~jadantadi)
20. Kak satu - 4.3.16 (Plak~adi)
21. Kacchula .: 4.2.80 (Kasadi)
22. Kantakari - 4.3.167 (Haritakyadi). 4.3.154 (Rajatadi)
23. Kadali - 4.2.80 (Sakhyadi), 4.3.I54 (Rajatadi)
24. Kandala - 5.2.24 (KarJ;ladi)
26. Kapittha - 5.2.135 (Pu~karadi). 4.2.80 (Kasadi). 2.4.31 (Ardharciidi)
26. Kamala _ 5.2.135 (Pu~karadi)
~7. Karavira - 4.2.80 (Sakhyadi)
28. Karira - 5.2.24 (Pilwadi). 6.2.87 [Kartryadi], 4.3.Ul (Palasadi). 4.2.90

(Madhvadi)
29. Karkandhu - 5.2.24 (Pilwadi). 4.2.90 (Madhvadi). 6.2.87 (Kartryadi).4.3.136

(Bilvadi).
:l0. Karpasa - 2.4.31 (Ardharcadi)
31. Karpasi - 4.3.136 (Bilvadi)
32. Karpura - 4.2.80 (Kasadi). 4.1.123 (subhradi)

33. Kakiidani - 4.1.41 (Gauradi)
34. Karaskaradi - 6.1.157 (Karaskaradi)
35. Kala _ 4.3 167 (Haritakyadi)
36. Kasa - 4.2.80 (Kasadi). 4.2.90 (Utkaradi)
37. Kisara - 4.4.53 (Kisaradi)
38. Kimsuluka - 6.3.117 (Kimsulukadi)
39. Ku!aja - 5.1.50 (Vamsadi)
40. Kumuda - 5.2.135 [Puskaradi ], 3.2.5 (MUlabibhujadi). 4.2.80 (Kumudadi)
41. Kumbhi - 4.2.95 (Kartryadi). 4.2.80 (KarJ;l.adi)
42. Kava la - 5.2.24 (Pilwadi). 4.1.41 [Gauradi], 6.2.85 (Kartryadi)
~3. Kuvalaya - 5.2.24 (Kar~adi). 5.2.36 (Thrakadi)
«. Kutasaimali - 6.2.35 (Ghosadij
45. Kaikata _ 4.2.80 (Kasadi)
46. Kairava _ 5.2.135 (Pu~karadi)
47. Kovjdara - 4.2.30 (Pragadyadi)
48. Kosataki _ 4.3.167 (Haritakyadi). 4.1.41 (Pippalyadi)
49. Khadira _ 4.2.80 (Aribanadi. Rsyadi. Varahadi). 5.2.24 (Pilwadi). 4.2.90'

4.3.hl (Utkaradi).
50. Kharjiira _ 4.1.10 (Aswadi)
51. Gabhika __ 4.3.167 (Haritakyadi)
62. Gavidani - 4.1.41 (Gaurildi)
53. Gavedhuka - 4.8.136 (Bilvadi)
54. Guggulu - 4.4.53 (kisaradi)
55. Godhiima _ 4.3.136 (Bilwadi)'6. Candana - 2.1.56 (Vyighrldi)
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57. Ciiica - 4.3.167 (Had rak yji di]. _
58. j~mbu - 4.2.82 (Varutliidi). 4.2.83 (Arihatliidi). 4.3.165 (Gandhadi).
59. Jivanta - 4.2,80 \Kar~iidi)
60. Tagara - 4.4.53 (KiSaradi)
61. Tamala - 2.4,31 (Ardharcadi). 4.2.80 (Sakhyadi). 5.2.135 [Puskaradi j
62. Tala -_4.3.153 (Taladi)
63. Tarutli_- 4.1.41 (Gauradi)
64. Tarkari - 4.1.41 (Gauriidi)
65. Tilaka - 5.2.36 (Tiirakadi)
66. Tlvradaru - 4.3.154 (Rajatiidi).
67. Tejana - 4.1.41 (Gauradi)
68. Trikantaka - 4.3.154 (Rajatadi).
69. Trivrt - 6.2.199
70. Darbha - 4.2.80 (Asmadi). 4.3.144 (sarad i), 2.4.11 (Ga vaswadi)
71. Dadima - 2.4.31 (Ar_dharcadi)
72. Dadi - 4.3.167 (Haritakyadi)
73. Dev~daru - 4.3.154 _iRajatadi)
74. DOQi - 4.3 167 (Haritakyadi) _
75. Drak~a - 8.2.9 (Ayavadi]. 6.2.88 (Maladi). 4.3.167 (Haritakyadi).
76. Dhwatik~a - ~.3.167 (HarItakyadi)
77. Nakharaiijani - 4.3.167 (-do-)
78. NaQ3 - 63.117 (Kimsulukadi). 4.2.80 (Kasadi. Tqladi). 5.2.135 (Pu~ka_

radi). 4.1.99 (NaQa?i).
79. Nalada - 4.4.53 lKiSaradi)
80. N~tantavrk~a - 4 2.90 (Utkaradi)
81. Nipa - '}·.3.154 (Rajatadi)
82. Nyagrodha - 4.2.80 (Kumudadi. Rsyadi, Preksadij, 4,3.164 (Plak~adi).

7.3.53 (Nyankvadi).
83. Padll2a - 2:4.31 (Ardharcadi). 5.2.135 (Pu~karadi)
84. Parn i _4.4.53 (Kisaradi)
85. Pal~sa _ 2,1.56 (Vyaghradi). 4.2.80 (Kasadi. Varahadi ], 42.90 (Utkaradi).

4.3.141 (Palasadi).
86. Pa!ali - 4.3.138 (Bilvadi)
87. Pa!ba - 4.2.97 (Nadya_di)
83. Pippali - 4.3.167 (Haritakyadi). 4.1.41 (Gauradi)
S\}. Pippalimiila - 4.2.90 (Utkaradi)
90. Pitadaru - 4.3.154 (Rajatadi).
91. Pilu - 6.3.121 (Apilvadi). 5.2.24 (Pilviidi)
92· Pundarika - 2.1.56 (Vyaghradi). 5.3.107 (sarkaradi)
93. Punarbh u - 4.1.104 (Bid iidi)
94. Puskara - 5.2.135 (Pu~karadi). 4.1.41 (Gawadi)
95. Puga - 2.1.59 (sre,?yadi)
96. Piitika - 2.4·11 (Gavasvadi)



10 Bulletin Ind. tn«. Hist. Med. Vol. VII

97. Phk,?:l - 4.2.9! (N Ij~ijij' 4.3.164 (jllak~adi)
93. Bakula 5.2.36 (Tlirakiidi)
99. Badara - 5.2.24 (Pilwadi), 4.1.41 (Gauradi)

100. Bad ari - 4.1.99 (Na~adi), 6.2.85 (Gho~adi)
101. Balwaja - 4.2.80 (K.;lmudadi), 4.3.144 (saradi), 5.1.50 (Bilwadi)
102. Bibhitaka - 4.3,154 (Rajatadi).
103. Bimba - 2.4.31 (Ardharcadi), 4.1.41 (9'auradi)
104. B~wa - 4.2.53 (Rajanyadi), 4.2,80 (Ariha~adi). 4.3.136 (Bilwadi).
105. Bi japura - 4.2.80 (Sakhyadi)
106. Br hatj - 4.3.164 (PI~k~adi)
107. Bhalat r - 4.2.80 (Arihanadi)
108. BharIigi - 4.2.116 (KaSyadi)
109. Mandata - 4.2.80 (PragiJdyadi)
110. MasUr,::t- 43.136 (Btlwadi)
111. Malati - 4.1.41 (Gauradi)
112. Ma sa - 2.4.31 (Ardharcadi)
113. Muiija _ 4.1.99 (Na~adi)
114. Mudga _ 4.3.116 (Bilwadi)
115. MUla~a _ 2.4.31. (Ardharcadi)
116. Meth i -4.1.41 (Gauradi)
117. Yava _ 8.2.9 (Ayavadi)
1!8. Yava,:;a _ 4.2.80 (Kumudadi), 4.3.141 (Palasadi). 5.2.135 (Pu~karadi)
119. YUthi .: 4.1.41 (Gauradi)
120. Rajani - 4.1.41 (Gauradi)
121. Ruru - 4,3.164 (Plak~adi)
122. Ruhin) _ 4.1.123 (suhhradi)
123. Renu - 2.4.31 (Ardharcadi)
124. ROhiJ?J - 4.1.123 (subhradi)
125. Rohjtaza - 4.3.154 (Rajatadi)
126. Lakuca - 4.2 80 (Baladi)
127. Va~a _ 4.2.80 (BaUidi)
128. VamL - 5.1.50 (Vamsadi). 3.3.120 (saradi)
129. Var~J.la - 4.2.8~ (VaruJ.ladi)
130. Var i _'U.41 (Pippalyadi)
131. Vikantaka _ 4.2.80 Kumud adi j. 4.3.131 (Palahdi)
132. V~<;iaIiga - 2.4.31 (Ardharca'!.i)
133. Vi rana - 4.2.80 (R~yadi, Ari hanadij
134. Venu _ 4.2.80 (R~yadi). 4.2.90 (Madhwadi). 4.3.136 (Bilwadi)
135. Vetasa - 4.1.41 (Gawadij
136. Yetta 4.2.90 (Utkaradi) _
137. Vrihi _ 4.3.136 (Bilwadi). 5.2,116 (Vrihyadi)
i38. sami _ 4.1.41 (Pippalyadi). 4.2.90 (Madhwadi). 5.2.24 (P)lwadi). 6.2.87

(Kaluyadi)
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139.
140:
141.
142.
143.
Ho4.
U5.
146.

147.
148.
149.
150.
IS!.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
157.
158.
15g.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
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sarkari: 4.1.41 (Gaurad!)
Sa~kaIJ.Qi - 4.3.167 (Haritakyadi)
saka - 2.4.31 (Ardharcadi), 4.2.90 (Utkaradi)
sala - " ••
Salmal) - 4.2.80 rKumudadi)
Sigru - 2.2.67 (Gopavanadi). 4.1.104 (!lidadi). 4.3.164 (Plak~adi)
Simsapa - 4.1.99 '\'Nadadi. 4.2.80 (Ar ihanad i'. 4.3.141 (PaJasadii

• '. J I

siri~a - 4.280 (Kllmudadi. Varahadi, Arihanadij, 4.3.H.! (p,dasadi),
5.2.135 (Pu~karadi) _

sepbalika - 4.3.167 (Hari takyadi]
saivala - 5.2.36 (Tarakadi)
syaparl,la - 2.2.67 t Gopavanadi), 4.1.10~ (Bidadi),
syamaka - 2.2.67 (Gopavanadi;, 4.1.104 (Bidadi> 't3.152 (Tiihidi).
syonaka - 2.2.67 (Gopavanadi).
swetapaki - 4.3..167 (Haritakyadi)
sastika - 2.4.31 (Ardharcadi)
Sapta la - 4.2.80 (Sakhyadi). 4.1.99 (Na<;ladi)
Sallaki - 4.4.41 \Gaudidi)
Sidhraka - 6.3.117 (Ko~aradi)
sipala - 4.2.80 (KaSadi)
Su savi _ 4.1.41 (Gauriidi)
Suci - 4.1.41 (Gauradi)
Soma - 4.3.144 (saradi)
Sthagala - 4.4.53 (Kisaradi)
Syanda na _ 4.3.141 (Paliis adi)
Haridra - 4,4.53 (Kisariidi)
Haridru - 4.4.53 (Kisaradi) _
Hari taki - 4.1.41 (Pippalyiidi), .• 167 (Haritakyadi)

The following additional plants have been mentioned in Li11ganusasana :_

1. Kaseru
2. Kumkuma
3. Kunda
4. Truti
5. Panasa
6. Priyag gu
7. srIigii~aka
8. Sarala,

Katyayana:

Katyayana followed Panini after about two centuries, He improved upon the
work ot Panini and thereby added valuable information about drugs. The
following instances would be interesting:



12 Bulletin Ind. Inst. Hist: Med. Vol. VII

1. While elaborating the Sutra 5.29 (~5RT!f"f Cfi'G"'<{) he has informed that
the suffix -Kat ac' will also be used in the sense of Raj i s (powder) after the words
Alabu. Tila. Vmii and BhariglL Explicit mention of Bh anga (Indian Hemp) is
seen for first time here. With the association of Uma .Linseed], it is known that
Rharigii plant was used for its strong fibres.

2. Panini has proposed many Sutras for prescribed suitable suffix after the
plant names denoting their fruits. While expanding the idea of the Sutra 4.3.166
(~"f). Katyayana extends this provision to the plant. which dry up after their
fruits ripen (q)~q"T'l'i\l:r;rrl!'l~~1:fFf"!) also to the flowering and tuberous plants
('!~~ ~i;f"!).

3. Panini has prescribed -Natva: in the word -Vana ' after plant names (8.4.6)
but Katyayana has disallowed it in cases of plant names having more than three
vowels and also in particular cases like Irika and Mirika .

4. Panini has prescribed the form -Nili' in cases except clothing while
Katyayana has extended it clearly to plant as weIl as animal.

5. Katyayana has extended the use of suffix ~ in the case of Guggulu
as well (4.1.71).

6. In the context of feminine suffix s:r~(4.1.49), Katyayna rules that the
word 'Yavani" be used for diseased Yava (<;:1SCT<ferT <ferr;:rr'. It may be noted
that in medicine the word -Yavani' is used for a particular drug. It is surprising
that he is not acquainted with it or he might be meaning the same because of it
being impure grain (due to its probable connection with Yavanas)

7. Similarly in the context of feminine the suffix c:rrr (4.1.4 \. He prescribes it, /

particularly in the words followed by q)i;f and ~ such as Bhastraphala, Pratyak.,
pu~pli etc.

8. Though the word ~hris literally meant the oil derived from Tila but Kat-
yayana genera lises it for oil derived from other subtances as well as making ~hr,as
only a suffix (~;y;~~~ 5.2.29).

9. Katyayana prescribes specific suffixes for the articles dyed with NIII.
Haridra and Maharajana,

10, He prescribes plural number in case of the fruits of Hart rak] (~lflfut!
«rfi.fcr; -1.2.52

11. In the context of import of substances from the northern region (5.1.77)
he details it by mentioning various routes such as water, forest, land etc.
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Katyayana's Vartika :

The follwing plants are particularly seen in the Vartika
1. AHibu-5.2.29
2. Irika - 84,6
3. Karkandhu - 1.1.64
4. Guggulu - 4.1.59, 71
5. Tala _ 4.3.152
6. Tila - 4.3.26; 5.2.29; 6,3,67.
7. Nil, - 4.1.42; 4.2.2
8. Pippalj - 4.1.41
9. Prayascitti - 6.1.157

10. Bhati:;a - 5.2.?9
II. Bhas traphala - 4.1.41

The words -Ajinaphala'. Pinda phalii and SUt:Japhala are also here:
Ig. Maharajana - 4.2.2
13. Mirika _ 8.4.6
14. Yava - 4.1.49
IS. Venuka ; 4.2.138
16. Vr ihi - 3.2.24
17 saJ,1a - 5.2.29
18. sara - 4.1.55
19. satapu~pa- 4,] 4

The words Kan dapu spa- Prantapuspa, satapu~pa, Prakpuspa, and Ekapuspa
.are also here:

20. Sarsapa - 5.2.29
21. Haridr a - 4.2.2
22. Ha rjtakj - 1 2.52

Patanjali :

Patanjali is the last of the triad of Sages (l!f,,?p::r) in the field of Samskrit
grammar. His date is fixed in the 2nd Cent. B. C. during the reign of Pusyamitra
of the Sunga Dynasty, His importance is evident from the fact that he is regarded
as incarnation of Sepl.1aga and is identified as the author of Yogasutra as well as
Caraka Sarphita besides the Mahabha sya ,

In Mahabhasya we find many valuable informations regarding plants. He has
not only described the ch rracters of plants (see l?ff~r, rl:l1l"rcr) but has also given
information about the trade route of Plant products _ For instance. he says that
Madhuka (Giycyrrhiza roots) and Marica were imported by land route (~~~~T
~ (f ~~~ lf~ct, ~rnq-~ lfh:;q)
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Patanjali's Mahabhasya :

The following drugs are found in Patanjali's Mahabhasya on Panini's sitras

1. Ak sa - 1.2.64, 1.3.1.
2. Arka - 1.1. 2; 57
3. Alabu - 4.1.66,287; 5.2,29,376; 8.3.61,164;
4. Asoka - 7.3.46
5, Asvattha - 1.1.2 - Its dry twig, were used as sacrificial fuel.
6. AsiknI - 4.1.'39, 216
7. AJ?<JIra - 3.1.30, 85
8. Amalaka - L 1.57-58, 4.3.163; 5.1.119
9. Amra - i.i.i, 1.2.45; 4.3.155, 6.1.91

10. Ik su - 4, 2.71; 5.2.29
11. lnguda _ 5.2,29-0il has been mentioned along with that of Sarsapa.
12. Irika - 8.~.6
13. Utpala - 1.1 21, 71-Girls used to bear its garlands and the fllowers were

offered as presen ts.
14. Udumbara _ 1.1.1; 3.1.87; 4.2.71; 6.3.111
15. Uma - 5.2.24.

It has been discussed whether U ma (Linseed) and Bhariga (Hemp) may be
Included under cereals. (m;:<r) One opinion is that only those are cereals which are
read in the related context (Known as .Came) in Yajur Veda (such as <rCfTm

lfIl'fflR iT =» As these are not mentioned in the list, they cannot be taken as
cereals. Others opine cereal (Dhanya) is that which is co nsumed and as these two
are as well consusmed by men they are also cereals. Moreover, 17 cereals have been
mentioned inculding sava ('ITUTU~f'1 mr<:rTfif)and as Uma and Bhariga are types
of saJ?a (fibrous plants) they are also cereals. It clearly denotes that these two
plants were used for their fibres as well.

16. Kaksatu - 4.2.71, 104
17. Katuka - 2.1.1, 360, 363
18. Kadali - I. 1. 2
19. Kadrlcl - 6.3.93
20. Kapitt,.ha - 4.3.154 - Juice of Kapittha _(Cfifq~~;T<:~:)
21. Karavlra - 4.3.166 - Flowers of Karavira alongwith those of Mallika.
22. Karkandhu _ 4.1 66; 6.3.61 - The fruits of Alabu, Karkandhu and Drnbau

are read together.
23. Kaseru - 5.1.12
24. Kandapuspa - 4.1.65
25. K'a~<JIra - 1.1.5
26. Karaskara - 6.1.157 - Denotes a tree (<fi'~T Cf~:)
27. Karabhii _ 6.4.84 Co
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28. Karpasa - 6.1.80; 7.2.44 Swabs were made of cotton (fq,,(,o'7,:Cfirqf«:)
29. Kalaka - 6.1.109 - Forests of Kalaka in Prayaga.
30. KaSa - 1.l.14; 3.1.91 Mats were made of Kasa (~:;;3"p:<f~Cfir:1HicTiiTq)
31. Kimsuka - 3.1.79 - Flowers of PaHi~a are natural red (~cr;::'faT fq;'ii~Cfir:)
32. Kumuda - I.4.1; 3.2.5 - Growing in ponds (mij"T<i~ ~~~+{)
33. Kuvala - 4.3.139, 155.
34. Kusa - 1.1.14
35. Kovidara _ 1.2.45
36. Ko~atakI - 223. 408. 5.3.62. 423.
37. Khadira - 1.11. 45; 2.1.1. 5.1.2, 13; 3.3.17

An important tree used as sacrificial pot and fuel. The ear-rings have been
simulated with the cokes of Khadira wood (\3fF~~t'f!(:ij"'luT~\l50 "'TCf~:). Khadira has
been distinguished from Burbura which has also got similar whitish sterns and small
leaves on account of having flakes in the bark (<9ff~(,,!{<:T lTT<:'fifUS'T~~~Cf1lTl, mr:
q:rqR~-~ificcrr'1 ~f~<: ~f~, ~r~r fcr!l"T~Uf:ifCilfr;:·J{~~w:i >rf~q,-\£fff) Heartwood of
Khadira (~~<:~) is used.

38. Garmut - 1.1.72
39. Gavidhika - 4.3.135
40. Guggulu - 4.1.71
41. Ghrt ac] - 6.3,95
42. Candana - 4.2.65 Fragrant wood ('i:fr;:~if#f:TCfi.)
43. Camp ika - 2.1: 1 Fragrant Fowers.
44. Jatu- 1.1.46; 4.1.71; 6.1.85. 91
45. Jambn - 4.1.114; 2.4.7.8
46. TittiQlka - 4.3.155
47. Timira - 8.4.6
48. Tila _ 1.1.5. 49; 1.3.1l; 1.4.2; 2.1.58; 3.2.5, 28; 3.8.19; 4.2.36; 4.3.166;

5.1.20. 94; 5.24;29.

The black variety (<lil$1Jff~) was more popular. Tila oil was very common.
Sweet balls (Modaka) were prepared from fried Tila mixed with Jaggery, Oil was
extracted in a machine (TilapIQanl). The paste of Tila was smeared on the inner
sale of shoes to make them soft (\3'CI'R~~f~~~:)

49. Tumburu - 1.1.46; 7.2.101.
50. Te jana - 6.1.83

It was used as arrow (mCill'T cf ff\if'1JtJ
51. Trapusa - 1.1.59; 6.1.32 - 33

Taking curd and cucumber together was one of the causes of fever (~~::r~5Rlf
~)~:)

52. Triphala - 4.1.64; 6.4.121.
A combination of three fruits (OJI'lJrurT qj~Rt ~m~H ~fuWr:>r<ftq~lfr)
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53. Dadima - 1.1 .1, 1.2.45
54. Durva - 1.4.30; 3.2. ]26

It grows while creeping on ground (!IlmTfr <,:,:rJ ~qf) and also with He hairs
from cows and sheep (tfT<:1"pnfcf~'Tlf-.:c:rr'!.Cfr ~Tlra-) c,

55. Dr nbhu - 6.31)1; 6.4.48
The fruits of Dr nbhu (a type of cucumber).

56. Devadaru - 8.4.6
57. Drak s a - E.3.67

The fruits sweet like Jaggery (lJ::s~qr imiT)
58. Nada _ 1,1.59; 2.3.89; 32.127; 4.1.96; 6.1,32-33

The blowing pipes were made from it. c:rTf~<'16A"n1 TITf~~cr The marshy
land where this plant occurs was called Nadvala the water of which caused diseases
of feet. (;:qcr;:;rR<ti qR':I'T:)

59. Nispava - 1.3.]0; 3.3'20
60. Nrpa - 4.1.I70; 6.1.91
61. NIll _ 4.1.42; 4.2.1

A plant used for dyeing (rrmr 3fT1Sifa-:,rrT~ ~cf rrr<:1"l{)
62. Nyagrodha - 1.1·55. 71; 1.4.9; 5.3.72; 7.3.1

A latex - bearing plant having broader leaves and prop roots (ihifTf<:UT1S<n:~q;:(f:
,!~mr r<nfruT:, ~~r~~(fTfcr ~lf'Xra-:), The seed like, fruits were called

Vatakanika: ~trrrr~: vt'UT~cr f~~, <lcoCflIVICflflfT"fsfq~)
63. Panasa - 1.1.7
64. Pal3.1;lQu - 3.2.36; 5.3.66

Sudras used to take it with wine ("!~rS<i, 3f~ q<:1"~ ~'ti fqarq:)
65. Paiasa - 1.1.1; 2.2.8; 3.3.126; 4.1.3; 4.1.3; 4.3.154; 6.2.52.
66. Pindapbala - 4.1.64
67. Pippalika. Pippali - 1.1.2; 1.2.44, 72; 2.2.2-3, 408; 5.3.72.423. 1.2,216,251;

2.4.2647'3.479.
68. PIlu-6.3.121, 176
69. Punarbhu - 64.84
70. Pus kara - 7.2.116
71. Putika (tree) 1_1_55; 3.2.110

Also One of the aromatic grasses used in sacrificial beverage and also for
matting. (qfaCfldollfrr 3ff~urc:rm, ~~ qfuCfl(f~)

72. Priyangu:- 4.2~62 '" '" , "'. '"
An anecdote relating te Priyaggu (-Q-<.fiffCfCfl': ar~Tlf:)

73. Plaksa _ 1.1;2,3.12; 2.1,1; 4.1.78,95; 5.2.115; 5.3.55.72; 6.1.25,85.
74. Badara - 1.1.58,1.2.30,51,52; 1.4.109; 2.2.5; 4.3.139; 5.1.119.

A plant having small thorns and sweet fruits. ("'~ ~&:lrc!i1l'C<Fr~) cr~:)
75. Balwaja - 1.2.45

Rope is made of its fibers(~~:q ~ GA'aof ~~: ~~JfGllj!/"'I ~: ~T wflcr)
76. Bimba - 1.1.58; 6.1.94 - Red Fruits of BimbL '" '"
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77. Bilwa _ 3.1.1; 4.2.52; 4.3.135, 142; 8.4.153.
78. Burbura - 1.1.45 _ Plant similar to Khadira.
79. Brha tl - 8.1.173
80. Bibhl taka - 5.1.2,13

Sacrificial post made of Bibhi taks (<f'+fr~T If-q':)
81. Brahmi - 8.4.171 - A Herb (~tWT 3Tma-:)
82. Bhanga - 5.2.4

See Uma,
83. Madhuka - 5.1.77

It was brought by land route from a distant place (~~m~'fiil:) The
commentator says that as because of distance it was not possible to go there and
as such the suffix is intended for transport only( 3T~li'@ll<lii'1I('i'+f<mm:

e
ij'~SI~4l:ff+R£9f.:ij'-

mft"q)
84. Marica - 5.1.77

The same as in Madhuka. It was also brought by land route from distant
place.
85. Mallika - 4.3.186

One of the flowers.
88. Mahar ajana - 4.2.1

A common source of dyeing material. see Haridra
87. Ma~a - 1.1.81; 1.4;27; 2.2.8; 3.1.98; 3.2.28; 4.3.188; 5.1.20. 37; 8.1.13;

6.2.108,133.
The plant dries up after their fruits ripen (q;;;>tQlifii{J."4Ti{)The Cereal when

taken in increases gas formation in the abdomen (W::i\W: lfTIin) The other
plan ts in this category are - c;ftf~,lI'?f,~~.,. 1J;cifij'<!f)
88. Mujija - 1.1.71; 4.2.124

It has got cotton like flowers on the stick like peduncle (1;ifffT~)
89. Mudga - 4.3.154; 5.1.3790.

The crop is ready in sixty nights(~tfT 31fq-fff~11j' q;;<fct)The seeds are used as
pulse which is eaten with rice (m<!fT9: 'l!m 13:~<1":) It was also used as exchange-
medium for purchasing other articles (13:,\<1": ?fiTa' ;r'tf~"''fii{)
90. Mulaka - 4.8.48

It was used as salad (~T'1~ ~cffi)
91. l:fCf1.1.7.58,61. 1.4.51; 2.1.17; 4.l.8, 25.49; 4.3.25; 5.2.4.47; 5.4.38; 6.1.13;

6.3.34; 6.2.108, 133
It was a common staple food. It was abundant in Usinara and Madra regions.

The bullocks also ate it. There was always danger to those fields by wild deer.
(Of "f ~<TT:~Tfu If<IT Of)t~)

93. Yavaka _ 4.1.25, 212; 5.2.4; 6.2.117. 134
98, Yavasa - 5.4.35. 435
94. Rajamasa - 5.1.20.
95. Liiksa - 4.2.2. see \iIO
96. Va~la_VeJ)u - 1.1.2. 14;~6.1.208.

The gregarious group of-ttroseplarrts is called ctm:~ (~ij'T ci~I~~;aIl~,••. 3T'!"I'!;<.fa-)



97. Vandana c B.Ll O?
98. Varsabhu - 6.4.84

Growing in rainy season(~ ~fa-, ~ err '+Tam 5rr:~:mTfa-~~):~fafm:-roq-)
Vetasa _ 1.1.57

Vrlhi - 3.2.24; 5.2.94; 8.1.88; 1.2.58, 212.
sa':la 4.1.84; 5.2.4

See Vma
Satpuspa - 4.1.84
Sam] - 4 1.92; 5.~.88; B.1.107; 7.3.95
Sara - 4.1.55; 8.1.8~
Saka - 4.3.155
sala _ 1.1.1; 3.3.17; 8.8.91

Its heartwood was v(;ry strong (~ l1lT~m<::)
107. sali - 1.1.1.22; 1.2.39; 1.3.~9; 2.1.1., 88; 3.3.133; ~.4.21; ~.1.25, 212; 5.4.50;

6.1.50.
It was a common food article (~T~t ~ 31R;:f ~rffl)
There was arrangement of irriguting the fiels but still they depend on clouds
(lIITN~ ~~llT: ~UfTo/~, ~ql1'~,,!l:c:rfifiSqr.,f;Wr~<r:) It had also a red variety
~)fQ:a-mf~l1Ff lAm: .

108. simSapa - 5.1.2; 7.3.1
. _The axle of carts was made of its wood (<fPn htwq-r)
Sir isa _ 3.1.7; 1.2.51
SIrya _ 2.2.34; 2.4.12
Srngavera - 2.1.1, 35

It was a pungent substance (CfiGoF ~,:~).
\;:) .~ .•.;

112. sephalika - 5.3.55
A type of washing of cloths was known as saiphalika on the simil e of

the flowers (mCf91 !it'lirf~~<r: 'Sfenr~"IT\<r~: ~~ ~urf~lSfT:-~Ta-)
Saptaparna - 2.2.1, 439; 8 1.1, 382
Sarala _ 3.1.98
Sarasjruha - 3.2.5 - see ~l!~
Sarvab ija - 2.1.88

A group of seeds.
117. Sarsapa _ 1,1.2; 5.2.29; 5.3.55

Its oil was common (see ~~T)
Ingudi oil was common in hermitages while sarsapa oil was used in house-
hold.

Siddhak anda - 8.1.68; 7.4.81; 8.2.68 .
Suparnj - 4.1.1. 4
Subhaga gkaran] - 4,1.15
Suvarcala 3.1.7

It rotates according to the movement of the sun (~~~T arrfulllf'!~fo)

18
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122. Soma _ 1.1.3; 1.4.2; 3.1.94 3.2.127; 3.3.15, 113; 8.1DI
It was used in sacrifices.

123. Haridra - 421
It was used as dye.

124. Harj taki - 1.2.52
Its fruits were used (~p:ffi'FlT: 'fi'-1rfrr ~UacP:r:)

SUMMARY

The paper through information available in the grammatical works of
Panini, Katyayana and Patanjali acquaints the reader with the drugs prevalent
duriug the periods and provides an historical outlook to the subject of drug lore
through non medical sources, clues relating to identification of the drugs mentioned
herein may be of assistance in correct apprisaJ of the drugs mentioned in classical
Ayurvedic treatises in the event any controversy arises.

The works of this triad in the field of grammar occupy a place identical to
that of briddhatrayi in Ayurve da. J n view of decisiveness or at least agreement on
their dates, information on drug lore available in these works affords a historical
dimension of interest and importance to Ayurvedic drug studies.

1!fOf51'lI'-srVTTo &(~1JN;:~1;f 3lTf~iNfl CfiT ~~ I

~o fSl'lI'<;f~~;fl

~ ~ ~ g:ru ITToCfiT<fiTITrfurfi'f, <fiH'lfTlfi'farh ITep;;rfz;r ~ l'X;:~Tii" f;;rrr arif~;;:;;rT CfiT~~

~arT ~ ~CfiT qf~ ~ir gO;lf~ <faTlH 'I'T1:fT~, fop '3"tl ~flllf ~;:Q:TCfiTarTq-cr ~~ 5T:qT~ ~T ~r~T;

f~, o;Cfiarcf~f;::r-~ra ~ [f7T frr'Cf~lITTH ~ ~q'cr ii" ;;rT itf~T~<fi-'if1SC: f+r~T ~ ~CfiT

~ ~ lff~ ~rf:;:rq: arl'!eff~-~f~aTarT ii" ~<D'~Ol:fT~ fcrq-lf ii" tl"~~ ~q'?l" ~T aT, '3"i'f

ro<rT m qiTmCfi~~ f~aT <fiTqf~'<flf srr=r fCfilfT;;=fT>8"CfiaT~ I

Olf1'fi<Uf-&T"fii", ~rr"flf-5fUfTa-~Uf-1J;:~T CfiT~T ~~H ~;;=fr arT~ef~ ii" .F["flf-~nrar3fr

<fiT~ I 'ii:i'fl'X;:~T~ <fiRf'rrurT<:rCfiIT!ffT3l!lfcrr Cfil1U<fiiTm~Of;:crT ;fTi'lfaT3fT <fiT'1fric: ii" ~\.9ir g~

f~ f~ ;;=fT~~ 5fJ1=a~m~,~U arPleff~ f~-!1lWfrlf ~lflfi'f ii" o;Cfi iT~~uT ~<f,

rim itfa¢'~ ~~T 5fT1:(i~ffiT.~ I


